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According to the Special Commission on Indigenous People (CEPI), the first Pehuenche families
settled in the in the Quinquen valley in 1880. In 1906 the Chilean government granted ownership of
2,800 ha. to their descendants. The Galletue Society purchased the land in dispute in 1936 from the
Agrarian Credit Bank. The Society claimed ownership of land located north of the 1906 land grant
to the Pehuenches. In 1972, the government temporarily expropriated the land claimed by both
groups, but conflicting claims of ownership was not resolved. The military junta returned the land
in question to the Galletue Society following the 1973 coup. In 1973, the government declared the
araucaria trees on the Society's landholdings a protected species. Consequently, Society members
were prohibited from exploiting the trees, and received US$5 million in compensation from the
government. In 1985, the Court of Appeals decided in favor of the Galletue Society's claim to title
of the land in 1985. In 1987, the military regime issued a decree permitting timber companies
to effectively ignore previous forest conservation legislation. On May 7, 1991, President Patricio
Aylwin's government issued a decree transforming the disputed land into a National Forestry
Reserve. Owners decided to sell since they could no longer exploit the land. In June 1990, the
landowners filed a suit at the Supreme Court level in an attempt to expel indigenous residents to
facilitate sale of the land. The Court issued an eviction order. Jan. 27, 1992: The Galletue Society
received authorization from the Temuco Court of Appeals to build fences around a 25 ha. area after
Pehuenches tribe members attempted to stop prevent cattle grazing in December 1991. The Galletue
Society offered to sell the land to the government for nearly US$13 million. Government officials
said the Society would receive no more than US$3 million. Jan. 28: Pehuenche tribe spokespersons
announced that they will continue to remove all fences the Galletue Society attempts to erect. The
National Flora and Fauna Defense Committee for Defense (CODEF) expressed support for the
Pehuenches, and criticized the government for permitting carabineros (militarized police) to help
the Galletue Society erect fences. Jan. 29: In response to a damages claim by the Society against the
Mapuche-Pehuenche tribes for destroying 1,500 meters of fencing, a federal judge "reactivated" the
Supreme Court order to evict indigenous persons from the Quinquen valley. The eviction order was
to go into effect in the absence of a "solution" to the dispute over fencing within the next 10 days.
CEPI and other civic organizations established the "Committee of Solidarity with the Quinquen
Cause." The Committee's first decision was "to block the eviction order in any way possible."
Police began moving jeeps and 400 men to the area in preparation for the eviction. Hundreds of
people traveled to Quinquen to obstruct access roads in an effort to prevent the eviction. Interior
Ministry officials told Pehuenche representatives that the government would do everything in
its power to permit tribal members to stay in the Quinquen valley. Feb. 1: A court in Curacautin
issued an temporary injunction, postponing eviction for a month. Feb. 6: The National Council
of Indigenous Peoples (CNPI) organized a demonstration in front of the government palace in
Santiago to protest the continued threat of eviction. Ten Mapuche tribe members were arrested.
Presidency Minister Edgardo Boeninger announced an offer by the government to purchase the
land from the Galletue Society for US$5 million. He said that although the "land is not economically
exploitable..., the offer is based on our desire to resolve this conflict to the satisfaction of the
indigenous community." Feb. 8: Police sources reported that eight Mapuches and five police officers
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 061770
ISSN: 1060-4189

were injured when police attempted to dislodge Mapuches occupying the Ranquilco plantation
in Lumado, located near Temuco, 610 km. south of the capital. The Mapuches asserted that they
have ancestral claims to the land. March 2: The government agreed to pay US$6.15 million to the
Fundo Quinquen, which included Galletue Society landowners, for 35,000 ha. of land claimed by
the Pehuenche tribe. Officials said the land has been transformed into a reserve for the Mapuche
and Pehuenche tribe residents. The US$6.15 million will be paid to persons holding title to the
disputed land in annual installments over a three-year period. March 3: Agriculture Minister Juan
Figueroa warned Pehuenche and Mapuche leaders that Quinquen is unique, and indigenous
persons cannot expect similar settlements elsewhere. The legal status of the land remained unclear,
since some government officials have advocated opening the area to eco-tourism, while others
argue that the Pehuenche community should have total control over land use. [Sources: La Nacion
(Chile), 02/08/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/06-08/92, 03/02/92; Inter Press Service, 02/06/92, 02/27/92,
02/28/92; La Epoca (Chile), 01/29-31/92, 02/02/92, 02/05/92, 02/07/92, 02/18/92, 03/02/92, 03/03/92; El
Mercurio (Chile), 01/29- 31/92, 02/02/92, 02/05/92, 02/07/92, 02/08/92, 02/18/92, 02/20/92, 03/02-04/92]
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